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T he Guilds of Scotland and Northern Ireland are 
pleased to invite you to Glasgow for the 2018 
National Exhibition.

The University of Strathclyde has kindly offered the use 
of the former Collins Gallery, which in the past was used 
regularly for this type of exhibition. It is ideally located 
only a few minutes walk from Queen Street Station and 
the main bus and coach station and only a little further 
from Central Station for trains from the south. There is 
parking close by as well as hotels and cafes. 

The exhibits cover the crafts of weaving, spinning 
and dyeing and show the creativity and expertise of 
individual Guild members from 114 Guilds across the 
UK.

Members of the Guilds in Scotland and Northern Ireland 
will be on hand to explain the work exhibited and to 
demonstrate the various fibre processes of carding, 
combing, spinning and weaving and the use of dye 
plants and other dyeing materials.

Glasgow has been a very vibrant city for a long time and 
in the 19th century was known as the Second City of the 
Empire. Early industry ranged from distilling to soap, 
glass to textiles and by the 1840s much of the city’s 
wealth was connected with cotton. Then the focus 
shifted to heavy engineering, steam locomotives and 
shipbuilding. The city is still very forward looking whilst 
also celebrating its past. Close by the exhibition the old 
Merchant City sits alongside new university buildings.

There is much else to see and do in Glasgow and the 
rest of Scotland around the time of the exhibition, not 
least because it is the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of the famous architect and designer Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh and special exhibitions are being staged by 
the city. Information will be available for visitors on a 
wide range of visit opportunities.
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Woven tapestry Saltire by Rita Corbett, Dumfries & Galloway Guild


